SMALL BOATS
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t 5.83m, this new version

of the well-established

Quintrex 580 Coast Runner

is by no means a small boat.

It has plenty of power and
good looks and is available in a Quintrex
‘Instant Boating’ package.

An 115hp Mariner two-stroke outboard
provides the power, but even though
she’s sitting on a dual-axle trailer, the 580
can't be towed by small cars. And that’s
the only downside of this new Quintrex
which doubles as a great family cruiser or
bluewater fishing specialist.

Boats of this size are handy in southern
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Queensland where there are expansive
sandy bays such as Moreton and Hervey,
which offer good fishing and boast some
of the best-sheltered beaches in the world.

The Modern Boating team tested this boat
on southern Moreton Bay. But as it turned
out it wasn't much of a test at all. The big
Quintrex performed effortlessly over the
wind chop blown up by a brisk sea breeze
and we had to run out to the Jumpinpin
Bar to find enough decent rough water to
test her on.

PERFORMANCE & HANDLING
The 115hp Mariner two-stroke on this

boat performed so well it’s hard to imagine
anyone needing more power. Power-
to-weight performance is a traditional
two-stroke’s forte and this one had the
big Quinnie up and running in seconds.
A Mercury Marine 18in Vengeance prop
produced a top speed of 33 knots with an
in-gear idle trolling speed of 1.6 knots.
Minimum planing speed was a lowly
6.8 knots at 2000rpm. At 3000rpm, the
580 Coast Runner powered along at 15.8
knots and at 4000rpm, it hit 22.8 knots.
Cruising in the mid 3000rpm bracket

' maintains around 20 knots, which shows

the outboard isn’t working hard at all.
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Quintrex’s Instant Boat packages will get you and
your family out onto the water fast! And you won’t
need to give up an arm or a leg either!

impressed with the rod racks on this boat.
We had a couple of light spin rods along
as props on the day and when they were
placed in the racks their reels stuck out
right at shin level.

This, plus the fact you need to use much
force to remove rods from the foam slots
holding the rod tips, make snapping a tip a
distinct possibility.

In a family role, the bench seat across
the transom works well. It folds down
out of the way quickly and can be easily
R

> ENGINE ROOM
An 115hp Mariner two-stroke outboard powered the
Quintrex 580 Coast Runner.

> PERFORMANCE
With two adults onboard

» SPECIFICATIONS
LENENTRE coiiciite B 2521

in light conditions the BEAM- et 2:30m
Quintrex 580 Coast HULL WEIGHT:.......655kg
Runner/Mariner 115 MAX HP: ............. 150hp
produced the following REC HP cxg ALILE D)
performance figures. RUBE G S 2 Ol

PRI s SRS
N AT e et e (07) 5585 9898
VR ST e www.quintrex.com.au

+ High freeboard
Positive buoyancy

e Rod holders
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removed if its services aren’t required.

At the bow end of the cockpit are the
usual pair of runabout bucket seats. The
seat back supports now swing over, so the
navigator can sit facing backward while
trolling, or when towing wake toys. The
helm seat is mounted on an adjustable
slide. This allows the helm seat to be
moved aft far enough to stand comfortably
at the wheel in rough water.

The bimini top, which is part of
Quintrex’s “Instant Boating” package, is
configured to allow enough space between
the bimini and the windscreen frame for
the driver to stand without compromising
the shelter from the sun.

The windscreen provided excellent
shelter from slipstream buffeting.

While some spray might find its way
between the screen and bimini when its
rough going, on a sweltering southern
Queensland summer day we appreciated
the cooling airflow.

Extensive use has been made of
rotomouldings in the dash and instrument
panel area. There’s a spacious glove box
and the helm features the usual engine

SAFETY

instruments, plus a 27Mhz radio behind
a spray-resistant panel. The windscreen
frame has a stout grab bar for security
when things get rough. The centre of the
screen opens to a hatch in the foredeck,
allowing you to move forward to the
anchor well. This also had a rotomoulding
liner, so the anchor doesn’t rattle in-transit.
Beneath the screen and under the
foredeck is for storage. It's a bit pokey
getting gear into this area, but it’s great for
items you don't need in a hurry.

OVERALL

The Quintrex 580 Coast Runner is a big,
high-sided aluminium boat offering good
protection in rough conditions for both
offshore fishing and family cruising. It’s
a no-nonsense boat that, fitted with the
115hp Marina two-stroke, is well set-up in
the power-to weight ratio stakes.

A 580 Coast Runner costs $31,215. .

GET ONLINE!



